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I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Re;^^ort  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1945° 

1945.  has  seen  the  cessation  of  hostilities  in  both  Europe 
and  the  F8.r  East»  The  general  decrease  in  the  tension  and  sense 
of  anxiety  among  the  civil  populeotion  soon  becsme  axjpa.rent.  The 
increasing  urgency  of  a number  of  public  hec>,lth  problems  soon 
became  obvious,  the  outstanding  and  most  virgent  problem  being,  of 
course,  housing » . - 

1 , STATISTICS:  For  this  yee.r,  I have  kept  the  usual  statistics, 
aaid  the  fignres  are  available,  but  in  accordance  with  v/ar-time 
custom  they  8.re  not  included  in  this  report » 

2.  GENERAL  imLTH  SExRVICES 

a*  Ambulances » i.  Infectious  Cases  — Motor  Ambulance 

owned  by  "the'  Jb"int  IsolsAion  Hospital 
Committee  0 

ii.  Non— infectious'  Cases. 

■ A.  kotor  AmbulBnce  for  Ely  Urban  end 
Rural  cases  stationed  at  the  Council's 
Deijot  on  Bai^ton  Road. 

B,  Motor  Ambulance  at  Littleiport* 

This  is  the  property  of  the  Joint  Y\far 
Organisation  of  the  Red  Cross  & St.John, 
end  is  run  by  the  Littleport  Divisions 
of  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brige.de. 

It  is  available  for  civil  cases  of 
illness  or  injury. 

Excellent  v/ork  has  been  done  throughout  the  year  by 
these  vehicles . 

b*  Nursing  and  Clinic  Arrangements  — These  are  materially 
the  s"aine  as  "in  previous  years,'  and  very  little  comment 
is  necessary  here. 

c.  Isolation  Hospital  — Staffing  difficulties  have 
continued  but  an  efficient  service  has  been  maintained 
throughout  tye'  year, 

3.  ■ WATER 

a.  The  supply  for  Ely,  including  Stuntney,  Adelaide, 
Prickwillov;  Sund  Chettisham  is  obtained  from  three 
wells  a.t  the  Council' s Waterworks  at  Isleham.  The 
three  boreholes  have  given  a supply  adequate  for  the 
needs  of  the  locality,  including  the  R.A.F.  Hospital, 
and  P ,0  .W . Camps . 

b.  i.  The  Chloramine  Plant  has  been  in  use  continually 
and  has  proved? satisfactory , The  chloramine  process 
permits  of  the  treatment  of  the  water  at  the  source. 
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ii.  No  chemical  analyse^.-v/ere  made  during  the  year 


b.  iiic  Four  bacteriologioal  exemine^tions  were  made 

during  the  twelve  months  .under  review  ( from  distribution 
points  and  from  the  borehole) c These  all  proved 
satisfactory o 

iv.  The  water  has  no  plurnbo—solvent  action. 

Vo  No  contamination  in  any  form  was  discovered 
during  the  yearo 

vi.  96)0  of  the  dwelling  houses  in  the  a.rea  are 
supplied  v/ith  water  direct  from  public  v/ater  mains  0 
4^  of  the  dwell jjig  houses  in  the  amea  are 
su'pplied  by  stand-pipe. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  percentage  of  the 
population  supplied  approxima.tes  to  the  figures  given 
above  for  houses » 

SE'i/ACxE.  There  have  been  no  further  extensions  to  the 

existing  plaint  o 

HOUSMGo 

a.  As  in  prev^-ous  years  I have  watched  the  housing 
situation  carefully  v/ith  the  very  able  assisteiice  of 
the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  we- have  co-operated  closely 
throughout  the  ye&Xo  Necessary  action  has  been  taken 
to  abate  statutory  nuisances = 

b.  With  the  cessation  of  hostilities  in  both  the  European 
and  the  Pacific  theatres  of  v/ar,  and  during  the  latter 
months  of  the  year,  the  start  of  demobilisation  of 
those  serving  in  H.M.  Armed  Forces,  the  question  of 
Housing  became  of  increasing  importance  and  emergency. 

c.  Two  housing  sites  h6.ve'been  acquired  (St,  John's  Road, 
and  Blacks  Lane) . Lay-out  plans  have  been  prepared  and 
submitted,  also  house  plans.  Some  of  these  have  been 
approved,'  and  building  should  be  commenced  at  0.n  esxly 
date  o 


SCHOOLS  . I can  add  little  to  v/hat  I have  already  said  in 
previous  years  to  my  comments  on  school  buildings  in  this 
area  and,  unfortunately,  there  are  no  reasons  v/hy  I should 
modify  in  any  way  the  remakrs  I have  made  in  the  past. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  conditions  generally  are  very  far 
from  satisfactory,  and  in  one  or  two  instances  they  are  a, 
po s itive  s caudal , 

MILE  SUPPLY-  - • 

a.  Co¥/shedS2  No  further  comments  Cure  necessary  to  my 
bomment's  in  ijrevious  years.  The  Sanitary  Inspector 

' and  I make  every  effort  to  maintain  as  satisfactory 

conditions  c.s  possible,  but  neither  of  us  are  satisfied 
with  the  state  of  affairs  v/hich  exist,  I would  again 
congratulate  Mr,  B,  Lee  of  Lynn  Roa^d,  Ely,  on  the 
excellent  way  in  which  he  maintains  his  excellent  T.T. 
herd , 

b.  Milk  examinationss  These  are  carried  out  as  and  when 
thought  fit;  and  the  results  vary  from  very  good  to  bad, 

IHFECTIOUS  DISEASES, 

a.  63  notifications  of  infectious  disesoses  v/ere  received. 
These  included  20  cases  of  v^fhooping  cough  and  23  cases 
of  measles.  These  diseases  showed  the  usual  age 
incidence  and  v/ere  not  of  a severe  character, 
Complic8,tions  were  very  infrequent. 


b.  Disinfection  of  premises,  etCo,  is  regularly  carried 

out  in  oases  of  notifiable  disease;  also,  when  infection 
is  reported,  or  requests  3.re  received  for  any  special 
reasons.  Clothing  and  bedding  are  disinfected  at  the 
Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 

0.  The  arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  scabies  cases 

which  .were  made  v/ith  V/isbech  in  1944  are  still  maintained. 
The  incidence  of  this  disease  is  at  a very  lov/  level  in 
the  area. 

do  Tuberculosis’.  10  new  cases  ¥/ere  notified  during  the  year. 
After  making  necessary  adjustments,  there  are  now  the 
following  numbers  on  the  Piegister; - 

Respiratory  ’ Nor~Respiratory . 

Male , 11  8 

Female . 4 4 

Compared  v/ith  1944,  the  increase  in  the  total  number 
of  cases  on  the  Register  is  9>  made  up  as  follov/s; - 

Male.  “3  Respiratory,  2 Non-ResxDiratory . 

Female . 2 ” 2 " 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


(Sgd)  K.S.  Pl/URICE-^oMITH, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


4th  June,  I947. 
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